soundoreakin

Stories from the Cutting Edge of Recorded Music

Handout 1 - The Guitar — From Acoustic To Electric

During the early 20th century, guitar makers met demand for louder instruments by building
larger-bodied instruments and using steel strings (as opposed to gut strings, made from animal
intestines) which produced a louder sound to resonate inside the body of the guitar and out
through a “sound hole.” While the traditional acoustic guitar gained some volume through these

designs, guitarists still struggled to be heard while playing in an ensemble.

The introduction of an
electromagnetic pickup in 1927
opened a new era for the guitar.
Until then, the microphone was the
only method for increasing the
volume of a sound source. The
electromagnetic pickup offered an
isolated and direct means of

capturing the sound of the
instrument to which it was attached.

In 1936, Gibson began production of
the ES-150 and 250, guitars with a
hollow-bodied shape similar to
traditional acoustic guitars but which
featured a mounted electromagnetic
pickup that directed the instrument’s
electrified signal to an amplified
speaker. New levels of volume were
now attainable. The “electrification”
of the instrument was a pivotal
moment for guitarists, and as their
sounds grew louder, their role in
ensembles began to change as well.
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“ Electric Spanish Guitars
«—— ES-250 Model

Body sizo 17" wido and 21" long—Advanced size liko tho L7
and L-S—curly maplo back and rim—maplo nock—spruce top—
rosewood fingerboard—chocolato brown finish with golden sun.
burst shading on fop and back—(ingerboard and peghead inlaid
with afiraclive pearl designs—whito, black and whito Iverold
binding on top of body and [ingorrost—white ivorold binding en
bottom of body and lmaor.bomd—clovuhd brown colluloid finger.

@ IN THE ES-250 MODEL,
Gibson has created tho bost
electric Spanish guitar possi-
ble to make. The lightest
touch on fts srings can bo
amplified to any volumo you
desire. A touch on tho tono
control and you change the

tonal color from a rich bass ition brldqo—new
10 a brilliont troble. A real- Kluson "Seal-Fast” nickel machine head:
ly great guitar. nickol tailploco—19 f Gibson Adi

Truss Rod neck construction.

Thi: has builtin bal tone goner-
ator unit bound with whito, black and white muululd It has
soparate chrome plated pole ploces for each string, glving maxi-
mum In tonal roproduction. Tone and volume controls aro on
one sido. The extra strong shiolded cord is 15 feet. Plugs and
spring protectors are shielded nickel.

PRICE (instrument and cord) $150.00
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E5-150 MODEL —>

Grand audilorium body - cazved
#price fop-— northern maple back
and iz muhwﬂnv nock and rose

© erboa ate brown
tinlsh, wnh  Jolden sunburst—white

ding on top and bottom
of bozh ond_fingerboard — ebany
odjustable bra

heads — nickel plated Stieasicn
tailpieco — peazl inlays in finger-
board and

2
buill inside guilor body. Tone ond
volume controls canvcnlen!ly
placed for instant regul

Price (instrument and 15-
foot cord) $77.50
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Electric Tenor

Style EST 150. Same as ES 150
but with Four String Tenor Neck
and Fingerboard, 15 foot cord.
877.50,

ES-150 CASE: No. 334 — Aeroplane Cloth

Ad for Gibson’s ES-250 & ES-150 Models



