
TOBY KEITH  
AND THE CHICKS: 
SONGS AND WORDS DURING 
THE WAR ON TERROR

Est. Time: 120 minutes 
Subjects: Advisory, Social Studies/History 
Age Range: Middle, High School, AP/Honors/101 
View the classroom lesson

https://teachrock.org/lesson/toby-keith-the-chicks-songs-and-words-during-the-iraq-war/
https://teachrock.org/lesson/toby-keith-the-chicks-songs-and-words-during-the-iraq-war/


What were the different reactions to songs and comments by Country musicians about the 
September 11th terrorist attacks and the Iraq War? 

In this lesson you will: 

• Identify events that led to the Iraq War 

• Examine definitions of “Patriotism,” “Chauvinism,” and “Jingoism” 

• Explore how feelings of anger and revenge inspired by the September 11th attacks were 
expressed by Toby Keith in his song, “Courtesy of the Red, White and Blue (The Angry 
American)” 

• Explore how *The Chicks experienced backlash due to their comments opposing the Iraq 
War and responded with the song “Not Ready to Make Nice” 

*formerly known as Dixie Chicks

https://teachrock.org/traceitback/the-chicks-formerly-known-as-dixie-chicks/
https://teachrock.org/traceitback/the-chicks-formerly-known-as-dixie-chicks/


Talk to a friend or family member that may be old enough to remember specifics about 
the September 11th terrorist attacks in the United States and the Iraq War. Use the 
following questions as prompts for your conversation and take notes about what they tell 
you. 

• What do you remember about the September 11th terrorist attacks in the United 
States?  

• What do you remember about the Iraq War?  

• Do you remember the two events being connected? In what way? 

If possible, pair with a classmate to share what each of you learned.



View this front page headline from The 
Washington Post reporting on the 
September 11th terrorist attacks in the 
United States.



Consider or ask a friend: 

• What do you know about the events of September 11, 2001? 

• How do you think the attacks may have made Americans feel? 

• Why might Americans have felt this way? 

• If something similar happened recently in the area where you live, how do you think 
you might feel? Why? 

• Why might there be different reactions to this type of tragedy? Why?



Examine the lyrics to Toby Keith’s 
“Courtesy of the Red, White and Blue 
(The Angry American)” and then 
consider the questions on the following 
slide.

https://3o9d0y1wloj7e90sc37nviar-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/Handout-1-Toby-Keith.pdf
https://3o9d0y1wloj7e90sc37nviar-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/Handout-1-Toby-Keith.pdf


Consider or ask a friend: 

• From whose perspective are the lyrics written? 

• Who are the lyrics addressing? 

• What emotions might Toby Keith be expressing in his song? 

• What are some messages you might find in the lyrics? 

• Considering the events of September 11th, why might the song have connected with 
Americans at the time? 

• Can you think of any Americans that might not have identified with the sentiments of 
the song? Who and why?



Watch this video about Toby Keith’s “Courtesy of the Red, White and Blue (The Angry 
American).

COURTESY OF THE RED, WHITE AND BLUE

https://rrasmedia.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/00000000_ST__Courtesy+of+the+Red+White+and+Blue.mp4
https://rrasmedia.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/00000000_ST__Courtesy+of+the+Red+White+and+Blue.mp4
https://rrasmedia.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/00000000_ST__Courtesy+of+the+Red+White+and+Blue.mp4


Consider or ask a friend: 

• Why might Americans have had “patriotic feelings” and wanted to strike “out at the 
rest of the world” after the September 11th attacks? 

• Why might Toby Keith feel confident to take a stand on how America should react to 
the attacks on September 11th? 

• What are your thoughts about Toby Keith’s statement, “I’m not gonna lay down. And 
I’m not gonna shut up”? 

• As journalist Dan Rather alluded to in his comments, what may have been the 
“dangers” of the themes and emotions Toby Keith expressed in his song?



Examine the definitions of these words, 
take notes for future reference, and then 
consider the questions on the next slide.



Consider or ask a friend: 

• Are you familiar with these words? If so, which ones? 

• What feelings might you have towards these words? 

• Can you hear characteristics of these words and their definitions in the lyrics to Toby 
Keith’s song? What characteristics do you hear? Which lyrics in particular strike you as 
patriotic, chauvinistic, or jingoistic?  

• In what ways might these words and their definitions align with the U.S.’s response to 
the September 11th attacks? 

• Do you agree with Dan Rather’s description of the song as having elements of 
“chauvinism” and “jingoism”?



Read this handout on how 9/11 was used 
as a premise by the U.S. Government for 
invading Iraq to start the Iraq War in 
2003.

https://3o9d0y1wloj7e90sc37nviar-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/Handout-2-_From-911-to-Invading-Iraq-1.pdf
https://3o9d0y1wloj7e90sc37nviar-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/Handout-2-_From-911-to-Invading-Iraq-1.pdf


Consider or ask a friend: 

• What action did the U.S. government take in response to the September 11th terrorist 
attacks? Was the action supported by a majority of Americans? 

• What action did the U.S. then take in 2002 after removing the Taliban from power in 
Afghanistan? What cause did the U.S. give for taking this action? 

• What terrorist group did the U.S. link to the Iraqi regime as part of its explanation? 

• What was the response to the U.S. government’s argument for invading Iraq? 

• Did the U.S. government find Weapons of Mass Destruction (WMD) in Iraq?



Watch this video about The Chicks’ public comments regarding the start of the Iraq War 
and President George W. Bush.

THE CHICKS DISSENT

https://rrasmedia.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/00000000_ST_The+Chicks+Dissent.mp4
https://rrasmedia.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/00000000_ST_The+Chicks+Dissent.mp4
https://rrasmedia.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/00000000_ST_The+Chicks+Dissent.mp4


Consider or ask a friend: 

• What did the Bush Administration argue that the Iraq government had in its 
possession? Why might they have presented that argument? 

• Why might some Americans have felt differently about a military response to the 
September 11th attacks versus going to war with Iraq? 

• Referencing your notes on the definitions of “patriotism,” “chauvinism,” and “jingoism,” 
might characteristics of those words be found in the U.S.’s actions in starting a war? 

• Should Natalie Maines have made her comments about the Iraq War and President 
George W. Bush? Why or why not? 

• What do you think the reaction will be to her comments?



Watch this video about the backlash against The Chicks’ public comments regarding the 
start of the Iraq War and President George W. Bush

BACKLASH AGAINST THE CHICKS

https://rrasmedia.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/00000000_ST_Backlash+against+The+Chicks.mp4
https://rrasmedia.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/00000000_ST_Backlash+against+The+Chicks.mp4
https://rrasmedia.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/00000000_ST_Backlash+against+The+Chicks.mp4


Consider or ask a friend: 

• What was the reaction to Maines’ comments about the Iraq War? 

• Who criticized The Chicks in the clip and did the criticism come from just media figures? 

• Do you see any connections to people’s reactions to Maines’ comments and the emotions 
expressed in Toby Keith’s song? 

• Were The Chicks the only individuals being told to “watch what they say”? 

• Besides the anger, hostility, and threats of violence against them, how did the Country 
music industry react to The Chicks’ public opposition to the Iraq War and comments about 
President Bush? 

• Might gender have played a role in the response The Chicks received?



Examine this image containing data from 
an opinion poll about the Iraq war and 
then consider the questions on the next 
slide.



Consider or ask a friend: 

• What data is being presented in this chart? 

• When was the data collected and how does that time relate to the Iraq War? 

• What conclusions might you draw from the data in this chart? 

• Might the data explain the response The Chicks received due to their comments? 
Why?



Examine the lyrics to The Chicks’ “Not 
Ready to Make Nice” and then consider 
the questions on the following slide.

https://3o9d0y1wloj7e90sc37nviar-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/Handout-3-The-Chicks.pdf
https://3o9d0y1wloj7e90sc37nviar-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/Handout-3-The-Chicks.pdf


Consider or ask a friend: 

• From whose perspective are the lyrics written? 

• Who are the lyrics addressing? 

• What specific experiences do the lyrics describe? 

• What emotions are being expressed by the lyrics? 

• What are some messages you might find in the lyrics?



Watch this video about The Chicks’ song, “Not Ready to Make Nice.”

NOT READY TO MAKE NICE

https://rrasmedia.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/000000000000_%22Not+Ready+To+Make+Nice%22.mp4
https://rrasmedia.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/000000000000_%22Not+Ready+To+Make+Nice%22.mp4
https://rrasmedia.s3-us-west-2.amazonaws.com/000000000000_%22Not+Ready+To+Make+Nice%22.mp4


Consider or ask a friend: 

• Why might those consulting The Chicks have suggested Natalie Maines apologize? 

• How did The Chicks respond? 

• What emotions might The Chicks be experiencing when performing the song? 

• How did the audience react to their performance? 

• Considering the anger, hostility, and threats of violence against them, why might The 
Chicks have written this song?



SUMMARY

• Toby Keith’s song, “Courtesy of the Red, White and Blue (The Angry American)” 
connected with the anger some Americans felt after the 9/11 terrorist attacks 

• Patriotism, chauvinism, and jingoism are terms that can be used to characterize the 
emotions and actions of Americans and the U.S. Government during and after 9/11 

• The Chicks publicly criticized the U.S. Government and President George W. Bush’s 
pursuit of war against Iraq in 2003 

• The Chicks experienced a severe backlash to their comments, including threats of 
violence



BE CURIOUS

Visit the Costs of War website by the Watson Institute at Brown University, which details 
the long term effects of the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. Choose one of the three 
columns on the page and create an infographic that summarizes the information 
gathered from reading the text and examining the media. Share your work with a family 
member, friend, or class!

https://watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/costs
https://watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/costs


BE CREATIVE
Think of an experience that upset you and that you could not change. Create a self-
portrait reflecting how you felt during this upsetting experience: 

• Write the experience at the top of a piece of paper. 

• Create your self-portrait in the center of the paper styled to characterize your feelings. 

• On the left side of the paper, list healthy reactions to the experience. 

• On the right side of the paper, list unhealthy reactions to the experience. 

Share your work with a family member, friend, or class!



CONNECT

Share it with us! Either you or an adult in your life can share your work with 
TeachRock on Instagram or Facebook, email to info@teachrock.org, or Tweet it 
to @TeachRock

https://www.instagram.com/teachrockorg/
https://www.facebook.com/teachrock.org/
mailto:info@teachrock.org
https://twitter.com/TeachRock
https://www.instagram.com/teachrockorg/
https://www.facebook.com/teachrock.org/
mailto:info@teachrock.org
https://twitter.com/TeachRock


Visit us at teachrock.org for hundreds of other free arts-rich resources 
for every age range and classroom. 

Please check back to teachrock.org/distancelearning frequently  
as we will update the material weekly!

http://teachrock.org
http://teachrock.org/distancelearning
http://teachrock.org
http://teachrock.org/distancelearning

