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Handout - August Wilson, “Joe Turner’s Come and Gone,” Excerpt 2
Act Two, Scene One 

(In this scene, the musician Jeremy and independent-minded Molly decide to make a life change.) 

SETH: I thought you was working? Ain’t you working today?

JEREMY: Naw, they fired me. White fellow come by told me to give him fifty cents if I wanted to keep 
working. Going around to all the colored making them give him fifty cents to keep hold to their jobs. 
Them other fellows, they was giving it to him. I kept hod to mine and they fired me. 

SETH: Boy, what kind of sense does that make? What kind of sense it make to get fired from a job 
where you making eight dollars a week and all it cost you is fifty cents. That’s seven dollars and fifty 
cents profit! This way you ain’t got nothing. 

JEREMY: It didn’t make no sense to me. I don’t make but eight dollars. Why I got to give him fifty 
cents of it? He go around to all the colored and he got ten dollars extra. That’s more than I make for 
a whole week. 

SETH: I see you gonna learn the hard way. You just looking at the facts of it. See, right now, without 
the job, you ain’t got nothing. What you gonna do when you can’t keep a roof over your head? Right 
now, come Saturday, unless you come up with another two dollars, you gonna be out there in the 
streets. Down up under one of them bridges trying to put some food in your belly and wishing you 
had given that fellow that fifty cents. 

JEREMY: Don’t make me no difference. There’s a big road out there. I can get my guitar and always 
find me another place to stay. I ain’t planning on staying in one place for too long no way. 

SETH: We gonna see if you feel like that come Saturday!

(Seth exits out the back. Jeremy sees Molly.)

JEREMY: Molly Cunningham. How you doing today, sugar?

MOLLY: You can go on back down there tomorrow and go back to work if you want. They won’t 
even know who you is. Won’t even know it’s you. I had me a fellow did that one time. They just went 
ahead and signed him up like they never seen him before. 

JEREMY: I’m tired of working anyway. I’m glad they fired me. You sure look pretty today. 

MOLLY: Don’t come telling me all that pretty stuff. Beauty wanna come in and sit down at your table 
asking to be fed. I ain’t hardly got enough for me.
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JEREMY: You know you pretty. Ain’t no sense in you saying nothing about that. Why don’t you come 
on and go away with me?

MOLLY: You tied up with Mattie Campbell. Now you talking about running away with me. 

JEREMY: I was just keeping her company ‘cause she lonely. You ain’t the lonely kind. You the kind 
that know what she want and how to get it. I need a woman like you to travel around with. Don’t you 
wanna travel around and look at some places with Jeremy? With a woman like you beside him, a 
man can make it nice in the world. 

MOLLY: Moll can make it nice by herself too. Molly don’t need nobody leave her cold in hand. The 
world rough enough as it is. 

JEREMY: We can make it better together. I got my guitar and I can play. Won me another dollar last 
night playing guitar. We can go around and I can play at the dances and we can just enjoy life. You 
can make it by yourself all right, I agrees with that. A woman like you can make it anywhere she go. 
But you can make it better if you got a man to protect you. 

MOLLY: What places you wanna go around and look at?

JEREMY: All of them! I don’t want to miss nothing. I wanna go everywhere and do everything there 
is to be got out of life. With a woman like you it’s like having water and berries. A man got every-
thing he need. 

MOLLY: You got to be doing more than playing that guitar. A dollar a day ain’t hardly what Molly got 
in mind. 

JEREMY: I gambles real good. I got a hand for it. 

MOLLY: Molly don’t work. And Molly ain’t up for sale. 

JEREMY: Sure, baby. You ain’t got to work with Jeremy. 

MOLLY: There’s one more thing. 

JEREMY: Whats that, sugar?

MOLLY: Molly ain’t going South.

Source: August Wilson, “Joe Turner’s Come and Gone”


