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FOUNDER'S
LETTER

For those of you who are new, the mission of
Teachrock.org is threefold: to keep the arts in
the DNA of the public education system; to
empower teachers with a methodology to teach
a generation that is smarter, faster, and has
absolutely no patience; and eventually, to affect
the dropout rate.

Here’s my education backstory: | was a
teenager in New Jersey. A misfit, a freak, |
didn’t fit in anywhere. School wasn’t reaching
me. It didn’t speak to my needs or interests.

| saw no future in a society | was supposed to

be a part of. Then the Beatles saved my life.
Rock and Roll. And Soul. Music. The Arts are
what saved my life. And that’s why | started
the Rock and Roll Forever Foundation and the
TeachRock Curriculum.

The Arts need to be integrated into every aspect,
grade level, and discipline of the school system
to inspire, motivate, and reach out and be
relevant to kids who are just like | was. We

can’t tell this generation to “learn this now and
someday you’ll use it!” We need to give them
something they can use NOW! We need to teach
kids HOW to think, not WHAT to think. We need
to teach in the present tense, not some distant
unimaginable future.

Photo by Jonathan Quilter.
Students of the MOSAIC Program, Columbus, Ohio
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We need to teach kids HOW to
think, not WHAT to think.

It's vitally important that we provide curricula
that students from communities that grew up
around Rock, Soul, Country, Salsa, Hip Hop, and
other styles will recognize. We need to reach
the part of their brain that responds emotionally
and instinctively, that uses imagination rather
than facts and specifics. Something that makes
them relax and feel more comfortable about the
very process of education. Then they’ll be more
receptive to math and science. And right now is
when kids need us most.

Over the past year we’ve faced a national
health crisis and a serious economic recession
while simultaneously pulling the band-aid off our
never-healed wounds of race. We’re here to
empower teachers with curriculum that can help
them process these moments with students.
And we can tell it is working—since the
pandemic started, traffic on Teachrock.org is up
nearly 400% as teachers look for resources to
help them reach students on the other side of a
screen.

Teachers, we are on your side, and we’re proud
to be there.

- TeachRock Founder, Steven Van Zandt
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EXECUTIVE
SUMMARY

Every time | spend an afternoon with teachers—
in the classroom or on Zoom-I then spend an
evening in awe. Non-teachers often look at the
profession as a trade through which educators
impart students with facts and help them pass
tests. But what | see is different. | see teachers
doing everything in their power to prepare young
people to leverage the social, emotional, and
knowledge-based skills they’ll need to navigate
a life of free will. That is a tremendous
responsibility.

2020 amplified that responsibility, turning it, as
we rockers are fond of stating, up to 11.

School closures and the varied hybrid reopenings
that followed increased students’ and families’
needs for brilliant and empathetic teachers, and
required even more time, energy, and personal
financial expenditure from those teachers. A
recent RAND study of educators who left the
profession in 2020 shows that, for many, the
stress of remote and hybrid teaching was a
breaking point. A Massachusetts educator who
resigned told the researchers, “There were so
many things you had to be good at. It was
exhausting, plus, you’re dealing with the mental
health issues of the students. Their whole world
was turned upside down.”*

We have always aspired to help teachers

juggle one less task by providing resources that
excite students, address changing attitudes and
mandates, and go where the text books haven't,
or can’t. Last year, that meant offering distance
learning resources designed specifically for
teachers and students that could not be in the
same location.

Of course, our work lives too were disrupted.
After working in person with nearly 10,000
teachers during the previous years and raising
the lion’s share of our revenue from live events,
like nearly everyone, we found ourselves
sequestered in various kitchen and bedroom
“offices.” Yet the TeachRock team prospered. We
invented “Distance Learning Packs,” launched
the live streaming series “Little Steven’s Road-
show featuring Drew Carey,” which hosted
teachers, students, and musicians from Alice
Cooper to Martha Reeves to Nick Speed, and
we rallied for a capstone project—Stand With
Teachers, an event that told the story of our star
educators with a soundtrack featuring Jackson
Browne, Margo Price, Bruce Springsteen, Melle
Mel and so many others.

2020 was also a year during which the TeachRock
staff continued to look inward and ask how we
might challenge ourselves to be better, a process
that has manifested in several tangible short-term
activities as well as long term plans outlined in
this document.

In 2021, TeachRock will launch several new school
and district partnerships and publish a raft of
content that includes new subjects (algebra),
new formats (unit plans and an entire course),
and new frontiers (a multilingual, multi-media
elementary general music set). The pandemic
has left teachers, students, and parents deeply
fatigued. But music engages, empowers, uplifts,
and helps us find joy in everything we do—which
is exactly what we all need as we face another
challenging year.

We are grateful to all of you
that have accompanied us
on this journey to change
lives with the arts—we’re just
getting started!

Sincerely,

Bill Carbone
Executive Director
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RESPONDING

TO THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC

The onset of COVID-19 fundamentally altered
the education landscape. Millions of teachers’
and students’ plans were upended as entire
school districts transitioned to hybrid and
distance learning models.

Shortly after school buildings across the country
started closing in early March 2020, TeachRock
began adapting its classroom lessons into
student-facing Distance Learning Packs for
online learning.

Between March 30 and December 31, 2020,
TeachRock produced 71 Distance Learning
Packs. They were downloaded over 60,000
times. In 2021, Distance Learning Packs
remain an essential component of all new
TeachRock content.

See how Distance Learning Packs helped students in

the New York Edge after school program stay creative
in this Fox 5 NY news story

Total Downloads 2020 v. 2019

CLICK TO WATCH THE VIDEO
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STRIVING

TOWARDS CULTURALLY
RESPONSIVE CURRICULUM

In early 2020, TeachRock staff began a multiyear initiative to make its resources truly culturally
responsive and ensure that every student feels represented within TeachRock lessons.

Culturally Responsive Teaching:

“A way to use culture to build trust
and relationships with students as well
as develop the cognitive scaffolding
that builds on the broader knowledge
students already have so that they
can become competent, independent
learners.”

-Zaretta Hammond, Culturally
Responsive Teaching & The Brain

The staff began with a weekly book club that
discussed contemporary scholarship on Cultur-
ally Responsive teaching and curriculum. We
also performed an audit of our resources to
determine the level of diversity represented by
the musicians within them. We discovered that a
majority of our lesson plans featured white men.

The 2020 production schedule set out to cor-
rect this issue and was a step in the right direc-
tion. Lessons published in 2020 featured 31%
more women artists than past years, and 19%
more Hispanic people than previous years. This
work continues in 2021 and beyond.

-
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MEDIA

PARTNERSHIPS

High quality multimedia is a hallmark of TeachRock resources. In 2020, TeachRock created special
collections featuring resources obtained through partnerships with several media companies and

organizations.

The CNN Soundtracks
curriculum was created

in partnership with Show
of Force, which produced
the 8-part series.
Encompassing 20 lessons
and 14 Distance Learning
Packs, this collection
focuses on recent events
in American history, from
9/11, to the Stonewall
Uprising, Hurricane
Katrina, and the Black
Lives Matter Movement.

Through an ongoing
partnership with the
Association for Cultural
Equity, founded by
American musicologist
and folk recording pioneer
Alan Lomax, TeachRock
published several AP
History lessons that
cover 19th and early 20th
century American culture
and history.

In partnership with
Amazon Films, TeachRock
created 11 Lessons and

6 Distance Learning
Packs based upon the
documentary Long
Strange Trip: The Untold
Story of the Grateful
Dead, which cover
subjects ranging from
American History, Science
and Technology, Math, and
Social Emotional Learning.

Coming in 2021:

Music, Movement,

and Community in

South America, a multilingual elementary
music curriculum created in collaboration
with music ensemble LADAMA.

Music, Math, and the World, algebra
resources powered by the sounds of
Grateful Dead drummer Mickey Hart’s
Planet Drum ensemble.
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2020 CONTENT BY THE

NUMBERS
\
19

Lessor|1 Plans
1
Distance Learning Packs
|
30
Trace it Back Biographies
|
99
Custom| Videos
170

Handouts
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POLICY AND
OUTREACH

Over the course of the last several years,

the Policy & Outreach department has

focused on cultivating The Rock and Roll
Forever Foundation’s education bona fides
through partnering with national organizations
like the American Federation of Teachers, the
National Education Association, and VH1 Save
the Music, in addition to establishing state and
local partners. In this tumultuous school year,
those efforts bore fruit in an unprecedented
number of educators visiting the site for remote
learning materials and professional development.

New Website Registrations 2020 v. 2019

Registration surged at Teachrock.org as educators planned
remote learning for Fall 2020.
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PARTNER DISTRICTS & SCHOOLS
2020 BY THE NUMBERS

|
4

schools in Hopatcong, NJ

4

schools in Southern California

3

schools in New Mexico

41

NYC after school sites in partnership with New York Edge

|
36

after school sites in Los Angeles in partnership with Think Together
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NEW YORK EDGE

TeachRock collaborates with after school
provider New York Edge to offer its teaching
staff cyclic professional development, and
support the implementation of TeachRock
resources to reach students in over 41 after
school sites across New York City.

In partnership with Think Together, TeachRock
lessons and special projects reach 200,000
students in California.

Photo: Steven Van Zandt visits 2019 TeachRock Star Teacher
Shawna Longo’s Zoom Room

LOS ANGELES UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT

“An American History of Rock and Roll,” a
TeachRock-fueled high school history elective
course, was approved city-wide in Los Angeles.
Special thanks to Bravo Medical Magnet School’s
Brian Fritch and Michael Sinclair for their expert
collaboration and advocacy on the process!

CLICK TO WATCH

THE VIDEO Data collection from teachers in the Partner
Districts and Schools program informed the
creation of several new TeachRock lessons
which helped to fill gaps in lesson offerings. A
robust user-survey program collected feedback
from the larger TeachRock community which
informed website, format, and content changes.

TEACHROCK 2020 ANNUAL REPORT I


https://teachrock.org/steven-van-zandt-visits-orangethorpe-elementary-school-march-12-2020/
https://teachrock.org/steven-van-zandt-visits-orangethorpe-elementary-school-march-12-2020/

MEDIA &

CULTURE STRATEGY

Introduced in Q3 of 2020, the Department of
Media and Culture Strategy fosters meaningful
relationships with music industry, media, cultural
institutions, and activist partners with a focus on
building a dimensional presence for our virtual
organization.

TeachRock engages with teachers, learners and
the world digitally. We use media to create virtual
experiences that extend and deepen the learning
possibilities created in our curricular materials.

In 2020, we launched Little Steven’s RoadShow,
a virtual talk show co-hosted by our founder,
Steven Van Zandt, and Drew Carey. Set virtually

in “Cleveland,” “Detroit,” and “Los Angeles,” the
Roadshows included interviews, performances
and archival content that highlighted the music,
history and culture of that city. Each episode
garnered over 20,000 live views across social
media platforms.

- Wayne Kramer in conversation with Stevie Van Zandt
during the Detroit #littlestevensroadshow

The Detroit Roadshow “Headliners”
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As our social media presence continues to generate interest in
TeachRock’s teaching materials and increase the profile of the
foundation in education and philanthropic spaces, we strive to
create opportunities for organic engagement at points of natural
intersection. Our target audiences include educators, parents,
music lovers, and curious and engaged citizens.

As an organization that exists outside of a brick and mortar
structure, we use social media to embrace the educational ideas
of a responsive educational setting with a focus on truth, equity,
and critical thinking. Social media offers multiple platforms for
creative expression of the ideas and themes

that drive our work.

CLICK TO PLAY VIDEO

In 2021, our media theme is popular music tells our story. We will create unique media, live virtual
events and pursue partnerships with media producers and cultural institutions whose archives can
help us to create rich educational materials that engage learners across a range of styles.

While we do not have all the answers, we are committed to asking critical questions.
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TEACHROCK
BACKSTAGE MAGALZINE

Published bi-monthly to
nearly 50,000 teachers
and foundation supporters,
Backstage is an outlet for
TeachRock’s original media
as well as public-facing
information about key
projects and issues.

BROWSE LATEST ISSUE
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STAND WITH
TEACHERS

Just as TeachRock draws on popular music to engage our teachers and students, we’ve always
relied on the uplifting spirit of Rock and Roll to bring people together for the foundation’s live events
and annual gala. In 2020, we were forced to rethink our model, but it was, in many ways, a blessing
in disguise.

The December 21, 2020 Stand With Teachers event was, to use education lingo, the “capstone project”
of a year spent exploring how to reach audiences and tell our stories online. We’re giving ourselves
an “A”!

More than just a “virtual gala,” the event was the culmination of a movement to recognize the role of
educators as essential workers throughout the pandemic, and an opportunity for everyone to tell the
world that, “| Stand With Teachers.”
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STAND WITH TEACHERS






FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS

Unrestricted
Contributions
$2,811,219
$0 $250K $500K $750K $1M $1.25M $1.50M
Expenses
$2,563,965
Financial Position glazh cecaiva] ig%?fg;o
edges recelvanle s )
(As Of 12/31/20) Accrued Expenses $86,951
PPP Loan*** $321,372

Long-term liabilities $1,800,000

***| oan forgiveness expected in 2021
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BOARD
FOUNDERS BOARD BOARD OF DIRECTORS LEADERSHIP COUNCIL

STEVEN VAN ZANDT, FOUNDER SUSIE BUFFETT, CHAIR MICHAEL BLOCK, CHAIR
BONO KEVIN KEYES RICK BUCK
JACKSON BROWNE DAVID ROTH JOE DEL BROCCOLO
MARTIN SCORSESE VAGN SORENSEN DAVID HAAS
BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN MAUREEN VAN ZANDT DAVID LUBLINER

DAVID RUBIN

RICHARD WILKINSON

The Rock and Roll Forever Foundation would like to thank Covington & Burling LLP for their pro-bono
legal support throughout 2020.

DONORS

CHAMPIONS $100,000+

SHERWOOD FOUNDATION GOLDMAN SACHS GIVES STADLER FAMILY FOUNDATION
SOLIDARITY SUPPORTERS $25,000 - $99,999

ANNETTE AND VAGN S@RENSEN DAN ROSENSWEIG JENNIFER AND ROB WALDRON

BANK OF AMERICA DENISE AND DAVID CHASE KEVIN KEYES

BRUCE KARSH DOGFISH HEAD BREWERY SCHLEIN FAMILY FOUNDATION

CHEGG INC. HEATHER AND BRIAN SAMELSON

FRONTLINE PARTNERS $10,000 - $24,999

DAVID ROTH SEATTLE FOUNDATION TOM JONES
JAY EISENHOFER SIRIUS SATELLITE RADIO INC UNIVERSAL MUSIC PUBLISHING
MADISON SQUARE GARDEN SYDNEY AND ROBERT KINDLER GROUP

ENTERTAINMENT
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ARTS INTEGRATION ADVOCATES $5,000 - $9,999

BILL BRADLEY GOOGLE POSITIVE LEGACY
BLACKWING FOUNDATION GREGORY DAMICO RAMP FOUNDATION
CHRISTINE AND RICHARD WILKINSON JOE CROWLEY SILICON VALLEY FOUNDATION

DEBBIE AND MARK WHALEY LONNIE BURSTEIN

FRANKLIN LEGACY FUND OF THE COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION FOR MONTEREY COUNTY

THE SEATTLE FOUNDATION

ARTS INTEGRATION ENTHUSIASTS $1,000 - $4,999

ALEX GUIRA KIERAN DOYLE SPREAD MUSIC NOW

ARORA FAMILY CHARITABLE FOUNDATION LARRY MAGID ENTERTAINMENT SULLIVAN & CROMWELL

CRAIG BALSAM MARC BENVENUTO TERRY SMITH

DAVID BRODSKY MAX BERGER THE HARDING-HUTTON FAMILY
DAVID LUBLINER MICHAEL BLOCK THE JEFFREY AND JENNIFER FARBER FAMILY
DAVID RUBIN MICHAEL HUSEBY FOUNDATION

DAVID SIMONE MORVILLO ABRAMOWITZ GRAND IASON TOM DUMBAULD

GARY GRELLA & ANELLO PC TOMOTHY BIRSCH

GAYLE KLEIN PAUL VERBESEY TOYOTA MOTOR SALES

GRASSI & CO. PRYOR CASHMAN VIC GUTMAN AND ASSOCIATES INC.
JACKIE AND DOUG DELUCA RICHARD CLAREMAN WINSTON SIMONE

JOEL KLEIN RICHARD PLEPLER

JOHN APPLEBY

JON FREEDBERG

JOSEPH DEL BROCCOLO 1l
KEN RAISLER

ADAM GIGANTI
ALAN GARDNER
ALEX BURNS
ALEXANDER COXE
ALICEANN GRUSIN
ALLEN GRUBMAN
ANDREA DUDEK
ANDREW EGLOFF
ANDREW EISNER
ANDREW FISCHER
ANDREW HIBEL
ANDREW LUSTIG
ANN MARIE UETZ
ANNE SCHNADER
ANTHONY BERMAN
ANTHONY VALENTINO
BARBARA AUERON
BARBARA J MACECSKO
BARRY REBO
BARTON ROBINSON
BERYL MEYER

BETH APPERLEY
BLAKE BENDETT
BONNY BOLSON
BRAD COHRON
BRADLEY MILLER

RICK BUCK

RON RUBIN

RONA PLATT
SANDRA WIJNBERG

FRIENDS OF THE FAMILY $100 - $999

BRENDA AND MARC NEWMAN
BRENDAN MOORE
BRIAN BLOCK

BRIAN MCDEVITT

BRIAN VEITH

BRIAN W COTTER
BRUCE GALLIPANI

BURT PALMER

BUZZ KNIGHT

BYRNE FINKLE

CAMILLA MADIGAN
CAROLYN BARBER SENA
CASSANDRA BERNS
CHARLES WHITING
CHRIS BERNARD

CHRIS FRANKLIN
CHRISTINA WAGNER
CHRISTOPHER JOHNSON
CINDY REEVES

CORY ROCHE

CRAIG BERNSTEIN
CRAIG FRASER

DANIEL MERRITT

DARYL BOSMA

DAVE A. LUTTINGER JR.
DAVE PELL

DAVID BENNETT
DAVID CHAMBERS
DAVID CHILCOTE
DAVID HAAS
DAVID KOTLER
DAVID PETSHAFT
DAVID PROSKIN
DAVID SOLOMON
DAWN DAVIS
DAWNA MESSIER
DB SWEENEY
DEANA CAMP
DEBBY KLEINBERG
DEBRA PARTRIDGE
DEIRDRE MCGRAW
DENISE SHAFFER
DIANE BICKEL
DIANE FISHER
DIANE SULLIVAN
DONALD GABOR
DONNA MANNING
DOREEN O’'CONNOR-GOMEZ
DOUG ZAGHA
DOUGLAS THOMPSON
EDEN ALAIR

EDIE HEUSS
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EDWARD BURNS
EILEEN GOLDEN
ELIZABETH FREDERICK
ELLEN RUBIN

ELLIOT FAVUS

ERIC GOLDSTEIN

ERIC MILGRIM

ERIK CONSTANTINO
EUGENE LENNON
EVAN WADDELL

F CALAME SAMMONS
FRANCES BLOCH
GARY LIPPMAN

GARY POLAY

GARY WALKER
GEOFFREY RABINOWITZ
GEORGE F. MILLER
GRACE E. BILETA
GREG KLEIN
GRETCHEN FARRELL
HOLLY MOETELL
HOWARD ALTSCHULER
HOWARD DESSAU
IRWIN GOLDFARB
IRWYN APPLEBAUM
ISAIAH MUSTAFA

JACQUELINE ZUCKERBROD

JAMES DUTT

JAMES GORRA
JAMES LECLAIR
JAMES MATTHEWS
JAMES RAYMOND
JAMES SVENDSEN
JAN ALMQUIST
JANE AMOROSI
JANET LORUSSO
JARED GELLER
JASON BROWN
JASON MISIANO
JAY DRISCOLL

JEFF ALLYN

JEFF JOHNSON
JEFFREY JAHNKE
JENNIFER HEANEY
JENNIFER MANTON
JILL MENZA

JOAN BAXTER

JOAN PAUXTIS

JOEL FELD

JOELY PROUDFIT
JOHANNES JONGEN
JOHN BERGER
JOHN EDWARDS
JOHN HARNEY
JOHN VASSALLO
JONATHAN PHILLIPS
JONATHAN SCHWARTZ
JOSEPH NIERENBERG
JOSEPH AMODEI
JOSEPH DIMEDIO
JOSEPH EYER
JOSEPH PEISER
JOSHUA GREENBERG
JUDITH LEMPEL
JUDY SCIAKY
KAREN CAHN
KAREN MCCARTHY
KATHIRYN WERLINICH
KATHRYN ARNTZEN

KATHY DURHAM
KATHY O’BRIEN
KAUFFMAN FOUNDATION
KEITH CHELM

KEN ROSEN
KENNETH MARLIN
KEVIN BUICK

KEVIN HODGES

KIM BEVARD

KORRIN ERICKSON
KRISTINA HAHN
LANCE FREED
LARRY DIRENZO
LARRY LIEBERMAN
LAURA BELTCHENKO
LAURA P ROBERTS
LAURETTE VITELLO
LAURIE WEITZEL

LES APPEL

LESLIE CHIOCCO
LESLIE HOLLAND
LESLIE MAZZOCCO
LINDA CHORNEY
LISA VEGAS

LISA WINTON
LORRIE AND JONATHAN MORGAN
LOUIS BURGIS
LYNNE DOLLMAN
MARCUS FEDER
MARILYN BOTCHEOS
MARK COLM

MARK MCLAUGHLIN
MARK PROMMEL
MARNI SCHAPIRO
MARSHA MASON
MARTIN CORRY
MARY GREEN

MATT KAPLOWITZ
MATTHEW SWEENEY
MAUREEN DOMAL
MAUREEN HARRINGTON
MERCEDES DANEVIC
MICHAEL MALATESTA
MICHAEL PISCAL
MICHAEL ROSENBAUM
MICHELLE BAYER
MIKE SCULLY

MIKE STEIB

MITCH SLATER
MONTIE BREWER
NANCY HESS
NANCY HURLEY
NATALIE MCCLAIN
NICK BECKWITH
PAM PRICHARD

PAT J. MORIN
PATRICK MCGLYNN
PATRICK WILSON
PAUL VICKERS
PETER GRIFFIN
PETER WILKES
PRISCILLA HAYS
PROSPER BELLIZIA
RACHAEL GAZDICK
RALPH ABECASSIS
REBECCA MOYER
RICHARD HONIG
RICHARD SOLOMON
ROBERT BEATON

ROBERT HARPER
ROBERT LAWRENCE
ROBERT WOERTZ
ROBYN WORRALL
RONALD FALCIANI
RONALD MITCHELL
RONDI NELSON
ROSEMARY KELLY

S. WALSH

SALVATORE GROSSO
SAMUEL BAGENSTOS
SANNI KOTAMAKI
SARAH ELLIS

SCOTT MAWAKA

SEAN CUFFE

SHARON MAHONEY
SHAWN BRISCOE
STACEY AARONSON
STEPHEN BENINATI
STEPHEN KAUFMAN
STEPHEN KESSLER
STEVE GOLDSCHMIDT
STEVEN WONDRASCH
STUART ZARICH
SUSAN ELICKS

SUSAN JOHNSON
SUSAN MCCUE

SUSIE FRANKLIN
SUZANNE REIDER
TARYN SULLIVAN

TED MANKIN

TERI O’CONNOR
TERRY ARMSTRONG
TESS AYERS

THE JELLYBRICKS
THOMAS DEADY

TIM CABREY

TIM HEINE

TIMOTHY MCKEOWN
TRACY BALDWIN
VERONICA GIANFERRI
VILLAGE GATE ACADEMY
WILLIAM GIANOPOULOS
WILLIAM HARTMAN
WILLIAM KARPOWIC JR.
WILLIAM NORTON
WILLIAM SCHNEIDER
WILLIAM ZOTI
WINIFRED ROSS REILLY
ZACHARY SILVERSTEIN
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Learn more and follow our journey at
teachrock.org

New Orleans Bounce Pioneer Big Freedia


http://teachrock.org

